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SECRET BEYOND
THE DOOR

Celia Barrett (JOAN BENNETT), society heiress in Mexico
on a holiday with her friend Edith Potter (NATALIE
SCHAFER) meets Mark Lamphere (MICHAEL REDGRAVE),
New England architectural editor, whom she marries after
a week’'s whirlwind courtship.

He takes her to the ancestral mansion of the Lampheres,
presided over by his domineering older sister, Caroline
Lamphere (ANNE REVERE) and his secretary, Miss Robey
(BARBARA O’NEIL).

Celia is shocked to discover that her new husband is a
widower with an adolescent son, David (MARK DENNIS),
who believes his father killed his first wife. She
is also horrified to find that he collects rooms in which
murders have been committed and adds them as wings to
the house,

Her horror increases when she learns her husband is the
victim of an innate compulsion to murder, an aberration
caused by a childhood shock and to go on living with him
puts her life in peril.

Loving him deeply, she resolves to stick out the marriage
and discover the cause of his aberration, the key to which
lies in the fragrance of lilacs.

At the climax of one of his schizophrenic furies, when
he is about to strangle her, she brings him to a realisation
of his condition, which is the first and most important
step to his ultimate cure.

He rescues her from a fire that destroys the manor and all
the murder rooms, and they return to Mexico for a second

honeymoon.




